Chapter Seven

POETS   AND   THINKERS
REBEL

REVOLUTIONS WERE NOT ALWAYS MADE BY SOLDIERS;

mostly they were prepared by men of thought.
The revolutions that have taken place since the
great war were headed by men like Lenin, Trotzky,
Masaryk, Benes, Ebert, Scheidemann, and Svin-
hufvud, who were not soldiers, though they
recognized in time the value of the trained
warrior.

The Polish people have also had great revolu-
tionary poets and thinkers who played decisive
roles in the wars of independence. They have been
allotted places of honour not only in the history
books; their earthly remains rest with those of the
great kings of Poland. In the catacombs of the
Wawel, high above the city of Cracow, there are
alongside the tombs of the Jagellonian and Piast
Kings two sarcophagi of more recent origin. They
bear the names of Adam Mickiewicz and Juljusz
Slowacki, a clear definition of the high esteem
in which their memories are held by the Polish
people.

The Wawel, a castle on a hill near the Kazi-
mierszka, the Jewish Ghetto, dominates the city
of Cracow and is the national shrine of the Polish
people. It is here that relics of centuries of Polish
history are preserved, while nearby, on Kosciuszko
Hill, the great heroes of the New Poland lie buried.
Indeed, the Royal City of Cracow contains every-
thing that has inspired, and will continue to inspire
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